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Unjere Shulausitellung. — Nene Folge. 


Ia. 


Mit diefer Nummer des ,,Schulblatts” beginnt eine Reihe von Arti- 
feln unter dem obigen Titel; aber nicht fiir, fondern iiber die Wusitel- 
lung unferer Scdhulen, fowie die unfer8 Landes und anderer Lander. Die 
Verfafjer diefer WArtifel haben die gefamte Schulausftellung immer nur nad 
‘einer Seite hin ind Auge gefaft und fid) einen Gegenjtand aufs Rorn 
genommen und legen nun bier ihre Beobadhtungen und Urteile fdriftlid 
nieder. die, denen e3 verginnt war, in dem Bude der Ausftellung 
hin und her gu blattern, werden e3 den Verfaffern Dank wiffen, dab fie durd 
die verwirrende Menge der dort aufgehauften Sdulerzeugniffe einen Weg 
gehauen haben, worauf fie im Geifte nod einmal die Wusftellung im Edu- 
cational Building durdwandern fonnen. Und e3 fann nicht ausbleiden, 
dag alle Lefer diefer UArtifel Anrequng und Belehrung mannigfadher Art aus 
ihnen werden. Das Komitee. 


Elementary English at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. 


One of the most interesting structures of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition is the building bearing the inscription: Epuca- 
TION AND SoctaAL Economy. It is interesting not only because of 
its conspicuous location—it being surrounded by lagoons, fine 
walks, and occupying a central position in the group of larger 
buildings — but also interesting because of the excellence of its 
exhibits, its manifold demonstration of human intelligence and 
progress, its housing of the means and methods devised to further 
knowledge, and the evidence displayed on every side that human- 
ity is deeply interested in the welfare of the deaf, dumb, blind, 
idiotic, depraved, stammerers, etc. 

Not only is our country richly represented, but all nations of 
the globe making any pretense to learning and education show 
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their progress in knowledge, their methods in diffusing the same, 
and the standard by which they measure the value of education. 
The building is also interesting because of the class of persons 
who make its exhibits their study. Men of culture and learning, 
men of letters, educators, philologists, psychologists, find here 
abundant material of all descriptions to further them in their re- 
search for more and intimate knowledge of the special branch which 
attracts them to the particular exhibits displayed in this building. 
Here, too, the student of the elementary branches will find ma- 
terial in abundance to enable him to study manners and methods 
of imparting and developing knowledge. Here, too, will he also 
find the crude work of the child upon the lowest round of the lad- ' 
der and the finished product of his older fellow pupil, who by dili- 
gence, labor, and perseverance has ascended to the top. 

The undersigned, having been detailed by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Lutheran School Exhibit at the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition to make a thorough study of the school exhibits of the 
various States, of England, and also of that of the Lutheran Synod, 
spent about a week wandering through the aisles and alleys of tha 
Educational Building, looking under curtains, into cabinets, ex- 
amining compositions and exercises, and investigating and com- 
paring the various methods shown in the volumes of the different 
exhibits. Owing to the enormous quantity of children’s work that 
has been prepared in the numerous branches, instructions were 
given by the Committee to confine the investigation to the papers 
upon English language work. Therefore only the English exer- 
cises prepared by pupils below the High School grade were ex- 
amined. When one reflects that twenty-eight States have exhibits 
of the schools of one or more cities, and that the cities of New 
York, Chicago, St. Louis, and Cleveland have separate exhibits of 
their own, and, furthermore, that the largest exhibit contains about 
one thousand volumes, averaging 500 papers, and the smallest ex- 
hibit about 75 volumes, the enormity of the task to be performed 
may easily be conceived. Years might be spent among the vol- 
umes, examining and comparing, and the end of the task would still 
not be in sight. It became necessary, therefore, to limit the study 
in a great degree. In the following notes and comments, distin- 
guishing features and predominant methods shown will be touched 
upon, and copies and abstracts of some of the specimens will be 
given. 

It may be interesting to learn the manner in which the dif- 
ferent exhibits are arranged. Stepping into the building through 
the main entrance, one finds the first exhibit to the right to be that 
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of the Lutheran schools. The arrangement of this exhibit reflects 
much credit upon those who planned it. Occupying space in the 
center of the exhibit is a large reading stand, upon one side of 
which are displayed the numerous text-books published by the 
Concordia Publishing House, and which are used in the German 
Lutheran parochial schools, while on the other side lie bound vol- 
umes of pupils’ work which a casual visitor may easily and con- 
veniently examine. Opposite this reading stand are tables upon 
which are arranged neat bookcases of the Gunn type, containing 
the bound volumes of school work prepared by the Lutheran school- 
children for the Exposition. The volumes are attractively bound, 
and neat lettering designates the kind of school and its name. Un- 
like nearly every other exhibit of school work, the volumes are not 
ponderous, and may be handled without inconvenience and with- 
out incurring fatigue. The entire exhibit is so arranged that a per- 
son desiring to study it will find every convenience to further him 
in his work. The arrangement is distinctively original, being ap- 
proached by the exhibit of the city of Cleveland only, which also 
offers an attractive display very easily accessible. In nearly all other 
exhibits, the wing cabinets, secured to the walls, occupy most of the 
accessible space, and the volumes of bound work are placed under 
the cabinets and, in many cases, are hidden by curtains. It often 
became necessary to invoke the aid of the attendants to assist in 
the search for desired specimens. The attendants usually evinced 
a ready desire to help, and always treated the visitor with marked 
and uniform courtesy. In some of the exhibits there was scant 
room to write conveniently, and sometimes an hour or so was spent 
in copying extracts from a ponderous tome, the writer standing in 
a cramped position with legs, head, hands, and book all striving to 
maintain an equilibrium. Sometimes an invitation was given to 
make use of the attendant’s desk, but more frequently little notice 
was taken of the difficulties under which the writing was executed. 

The wing cabinets were in evidence everywhere, the Lutheran 
exhibit being an exception, only two for elementary work being 
displayed there. The wing cabinets are so constructed that they 
may show the work to the best advantage. Naturally, the best work 
of the various schools is shown in these cases, and to the transient 
visitor an excellent impression is created thereby. Excellent papers 
are here displayed, papers which reflect credit upon pupils and 
teachers. Were it not for the fact that by far the most of them 
have been especially prepared to make a show at the Exposition, 
their educational value would be much less impaired. As it is, 
one feels as if he were here gazing upon the pupils arrayed in their 


q 
| 
| 
| 
Tag 
dd 
| 
4 
£9 
} 
| 
aq 
, 


260 Unfere Schulausftellung. — Neue Folge. 


best Sunday-go-to-meeting clothes. To the educator, however, 
this work offers but little inducement, and the bound volumes of 
papers which show original work, as far as it is original, is an ob- 
jective point to him. Specimens of regular class work upon which 
the chief of this particular division was so insistent is rarely dis- 
played in these wing cabinets. It became necessary, therefore, to 
delve into the innermost recesses of the shelves and to bring forth 
the volumes, frequently dusty, and probe their contents. 

In perhaps 60 per cent. of the State exhibits no statement was 
given as to how the work had been prepared: whether the work 
was the original draft, or whether it was the first, second, or third 
corrected copy. Nothing was given to show whether all the papers 
of a class were exhibited, or only three, four, ora dozen. A number 
of States had not a single statement prefixed to a single volume. 
The educational value of the work was therefore almost entirely 
destroyed, as it was impossible to discern how the work was pre- 
pared, what methods were employed, how much of the work was 
original, and whether selected specimens were shown. The State 
of Massachusetts had prepared a statement giving much detail, 
and in addition the teacher was asked to give information regard- 
ing the method employed in securing the results shown. The fol- 
lowing will serve to exemplify: 

Remarks by teacher: A short ethical on remembering and re- 
turning kindness was first given. The following day the fable, 
‘*The Dove and the Ant,’’ was read twice to the children. Several 
children told the story, corrections in the telling being made by 
both teacher and children. Then the class wrote the siory. Fol- 
lowing is one of the compositions: 

‘‘Once upon a time an ant was at a river drinking. Her foot 
slipped and she fell into the stream. A dove, passing by, saw her 
and pitied her condition. He got a bough of a tree and threw it 
in the water. The ant saw the bough and climbed upon it and got 
safely to the shore. There was once a man who tried to shoot this 
dove with his gun. The ant saw him and climbed up the man’s 
foot and bit it sharply. So the man lost his aim. Then the dove 
flew away. The dove saved the ant’s life and the ant saved the 
dove’s life.’’ L.D. 10 years old. — The work is not an original 
draft. Corrected and then copied by child. — Volumes containing 
a statement with so much detail were not frequently met with. 

Regarding the comparative value of the educational exhibits, 
it was very difficult to establish a standard, because of the different 
methods employed by the individual States in preparing the work. 
As previously stated, some States had absolutely no data from 
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which information could be secured concerning the preparation of 
the papers. Many other exhibits had printed blanks, but the in- 
formation given was so meager, that, instead of conveying facts, 
it was more apt to mislead the student. In many cases, the blanks 
were filled out incorrectly, and only by actual count could the 
fact be verified whether the statements made were borne out by 
the facts. In many cases the examination was carried out to this 
extent. On the statement prefixed to the foregoing compositions 
on the ‘‘Dove and the Ant’’ the teacher affirmed that forty-one 
papers were shown, whilst by actual count there proved to be but 
twenty-six copies in the set. The counting of the papers became 
so laborious, however, that it soon had to be limited. 

Sometimes the commissioner in charge would aver that the 
exhibit of a certain city or school was regular class work; but upon 
examination the fact was soon disclosed that the work must have 
been well prepared. So in the Massachusetts exhibit. When the 
commissioner in charge, Mr. Gay, was asked to direct to some work 
which was the regular class work, he replied with assumed indig- 
nation, ‘‘Do you mean to insinuate that we have other than regular 
class work on exhibition?’ ‘‘Not that,’’? was the reply, ‘‘but so 
much has come to light at the various exhibits that is not regular 
class work that it saves time to be immediately directed to genuine, 
regular class work.’’ ‘‘Well, we have just what you are looking 
for,’’ he answered. ‘‘The city of Haverhill has an exhibition of 
a day’s work in school.’’ An exhibit of ten to twelve volumes was 
produced of which two or three contained English papers. A care- 
ful examination was made. The work was evidently the work of 
a single day. Lessons in grammar and spelling were shown for 
the sixth grade. Following is a copy: 

1. ‘‘Define transitive verb. Illustrate in a sentence. 

2. ‘Define intransitive verb. Illustrate in a sentence.” 


SPELLING: 
irregular national desirable solemn petroleum 
conveyance business sufficient physiology university 
route previous lawyer recognize melon 
rout phytography neglect receive 


‘Write a sentence with each of the words conveyance, irregu- 
lar, national, route.’’ 

No errors were found in any of the papers. No statement pre- 
ceded these exercises, and nothing was shown to denote whether 
the specimens were selected, although, as only twenty-three papers 
were exhibited, it would appear as if not al] the pupils of the class 
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were represented. When the commissioner’s attention was directed 
to the uniform excellence of the work, he merely replied, ‘‘Well, 
we were informed that the papers were original drafts of regular 
class work. More than that we do not know.”’ 

In the exhibit of the same State, a volume selected at random 
from the school exhibit of the city of Chester proved beyond doubt 
to be an original display. The statement preceding the work was 
borne out by the work of the volume. In the fifth grade the fol- 
lowing direction was given: ‘‘Write sentences with prepositional 
phrases and parse the prepositions.’’ Fifteen papers of this par- 
ticular class were shown. In every case where the words brought 
into relation by the preposition were somewhat removed from that 
part of speech an error was invariably made. For instance: A num- 
ber of scholars wrote the sentence, ‘‘Put the books in (into?) the 
box!’’ In each case the answer given was: ‘‘‘In’ shows the rela- 
tion between its object box and the noun books.’’ Where such 
sentences were written, ‘‘The room in the house is large,’’ the 
answer given was uniformly correct. 

The children had evidently not yet received thorough instruc- 
tion in the use of prepositions and had always connected the prepo- 
sition with its object and some word immediately preceding. Faulty 
as the papers were, the teacher was honest and courageous enough to 
send them in for exhibition. As there were numerous errors in or- 
thography which might easily have been corrected, the only con- 
clusion to be deducted was, that the work was regular class work. 
It is not the intention to detract from the merits of this particular 
exhibit, but merely to show how an honest exhibit must suffer in 
comparison with one that has been sent for show purposes. How- 
ever, such an exhibit, as the one from Chester, does not deteriorate 
in value in the opinion of the educator and one who engages in a 
thorough study of the papers. It is only the casual visitor who is 
misled, and whose opinion carries little or no weight with it. The 
casual visitor may inspect the wing cabinets and exclaim with such 
expressions as were frequently heard, ‘‘Isn’t it lovely!’’ ‘‘How 
can such a small child perform such a task?’’ ‘*‘Wonderful!”’ 
“‘Can it be possible that a child of six years can do such work?”’ 

The educator knows, what the casual visitor cannot compre- 
hend, that, with generous assistance from the teacher, the brightest 
pupil of the school, whose work is usually displayed, may perform 
what appears to many persons a wonderful achievement. 

When a number of pupils from a large class write and rewrite 
corrected copies, and from these copies a few of the very best are 
selected and these show faultless work, they simply represent what 
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may be done to show off a school. These papers do not and can- 
not represent regular class work and are entirely at variance with 
the very purpose of the educational exhibit. ‘‘Honesty is the best 
policy,’’ and it is the honest exhibit that carries with it the educa- 
tional value. This subject will be referred to again when com- 
ments are made upon England’s exhibit. 

The Lutheran school exhibit is one which contains statements 
showing the conditions under which the work was written. In 
every volume the class work of the particular branch is preceded. 
by its own statement. Many of the schools show all the papers of 
all the children, and the instances where less than 75 per cent. are 
shown are rare. That the work is genuine is also made evident by 
the numerous corrections interspersed by the teacher with red ink. 
Excellent. work is shown by individual schools, but whilst some 
papers of a class of children are faultless, others show that although 
the child has made strenuous endeavors to write well and correctly, 
the result is only an average accomplishment. This is as it should 
be, and, as every schoolman knows, must be. No school, however 
great its excellence, can produce work of uniform character. Some 
of the pupils are bound to excel others, and every class will un- 
doubtedly contain individual scholars whose mental capabilities 
are inferior to those of some of their fellow pupils, and whilst the 
former may make a standing high enough to retain their position 
in- the class, the work must be termed as average only. 

In examining the work of the Lutheran parochial schools an 
educator finds what he expects: excellent work, good work, aver- 
age work, and inferior work. To institute a comparison it becomes 
necessary to place exhibits of similar character side by side. An 
honest exhibit of class work from one school must be compared 
with an honest exhibit from some other school. Not individual 
papers must be compared, but all the work: good, bad, and indif- 
ferent. The excellence of the one exhibit will then stand out 
clearly. If a genuine exhibit of class work containing 90 to 100 
per cent. of all the papers is placed over against class work of 
selected and corrected copies and still maintains its excellence, it 
must be admitted that the exhibit containing the honest endeavor 
is far superior. 

The Lutheran schools have on exhibition a collection of vol- 
umes of which the authors may justly be proud. It is not neces- 
sary that their light be hidden under a bushel, but the result of 
their endeavors may be proclaimed from the housetops. The aver- 
age compares not only favorably, but very favorably with any ex- 
hibit of regular class work in the building. True, there is inferior 


9 
| 
TW 
H 
| 
| 
| 
bd | 
tad 


264 Unfere Schulausftellung. — Neue Folge. 


work submitted in some of the ungraded schools and here and 
there of graded schools; but there are many volumes in other ex- 
hibits which show work of similar character, and much which is 
inferior, always taking into consideration the class of work sub- 
mitted, the number of papers from the classes exhibited, and the 
character of the exhibit, whether genuine or spurious. The edu- 
cational value of the exhibit is unquestionable, and a few remarks 
will be found in the concluding paragraphs concerning it. 

In some of the public school exhibits of large cities examples 
of technical grammar were given which showed great skill in 
analysis and diagramming. These are also found in the exhibits 
of the Lutheran schools, and the ratio of the papers in the latter is 
very fair, when the number of schools is considered. The greater 
part of the English papers of the parochial schools consists of com- 
position work, although much technical grammar is shown. The 
compositions were in nearly all cases well and neatly written and 
showed the necessary corrections made by the teacher. They were 
fully as good and in many cases superior to many of those shown 
in other exhibits. Some of the compositions in the several State 
exhibits were monstrosities. One rural school had sent composi- 
tions of a class of six scholars who, together, wrote 91 pages, aver- 
aging fifteen pages to a scholar. The compositions had evidently 
been corrected and prepared for the Fair, as few errors were dis- 
covered. A fairy tale had been taken as the subject, and the 
efforts of the pupils were in harmony with the title of the com- 
position. 

Another instance of the absurdities in lengthy compositions 
was found in a rural school of Lyons County, Kans. The subject 
was ‘‘Miles Standish’ The language was such that the pupil had 
apparently copied most of the composition from a book or paper, 
but had failed to copy correctly. The pupil, thirteen years old, 
a pupil of the sixth grade, had covered fifteen closely written 
pages. Upon one page the following errors were found: ‘‘You, to 
who I have intrusted ;’’ ‘‘secred’”’ (secret); ‘‘sudenly ;” “comeing ;”’ 
‘‘challeng;’’ ‘‘urigent’’ (urgent); ‘‘fiercly.’? Work of this descrip- 
tion was not found in the Lutheran School Exhibit, and none was 
found in the volumes of the graded city schools. The teachers in 
the rural schools, in which the above-mentioned compositions were 
written, evidently believed in keeping the children busy, although 
the value of such busy work is very questionable. 

The language work of the lower grades was very similar in 
character in all the schools, public and private. The lessons 
showed the efforts of the little tots, and most of this work was un- 


iit 
li 
4 
iif 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
aa 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
ne 
| 
| 
ae 
i] 
| 
| 


Unfere Shulausftellung. — Neue Folge. 965 


doubtedly original. The Lutheran schoolchildren’s papers were 
fully equal to those of the children in the public schools. For the 
most part short sentences were chosen, frequently of a patriotic 
nature. The papers were of such uniform character that could 


they all have been placed in one exhibit and a volume selected at — 


random, it would have been exceedingly difficult to decide whether 
the school was located in the North, South, East, or West, or 
whether it was a public or a private school. The work of the lower 
grades will be touched upon again when the methods followed are 
described. 


CoMPosITIONS. 


A number of compositions were copied from the various vol- 
umes, showing the work done in the different departments of some 
of the schools, public and private. They were selected at random 
from volumes which came to hand during the ordinary course of 
the investigation. They are given here for the sake of comparison, 
and to show in some measure the accomplishments of the children 
in the various schools, and what degree of proficiency may be ex- 
pected from children of a stated age. It would have been a simple 
matter to have selected many more, but, no doubt, the following 
will suffice. 


1. Knoxville, Tenn., city school. Fourth grade. Age of pupil, 
ten years. Written with lead pencil; numerous erasures made. It 
is an average specimen from the volume. The teacher makes the 
following remarks regarding the assistance given: 

‘‘A picture was discussed by teacher and children. A few 
guiding words were placed on board. The picture was displayed, 
and a smaller picture pasted at the head of each composition. The 
picture is one of Rosa Bonheur’s ‘Lions.’’’ Corrections are made 
by the teacher. No statement precedes the compositions, though 
they are evidently regular class work. The spelling, orthography, 
and grammar in all the copies here submitted are an exact repro- 
duction of what was found. The composition reads as follows :— 

‘‘This is one of Rosa Bonheur’s pictures. Rosa Bonheur is 
the best women Artist. She was like Edward Landseer. She love 
animals. 

‘*These lions are at home. The lion is the kingdon of all ani- 
mals. They look very fierce especialy the father lion. The lions 
love their children. 

‘The baby lions are very playful. They look like little kitty- 
ens. The father lion has a shaggy head. Their den is in a large 
cave. It is very cosy inside. 
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‘‘Rosa Bonheur would but on boys clothes an go to the zoo- 
logical gardens. To study about animals. 
‘*These lions live in Africa, The baby lions are chubby and 


soft. They live in the forest in Africa. The lions roar when they 
are mad.”’ 


2. Devil’s Lake, N. Dak. No grade given; age of children 
eight to eleven years; apparently third grade. Sixty-six pupils 
in class; nineteen papers shown. Written untidily. Several of 
same description as the one appended, though there are better 
ones. However, as only nineteen of the sixty-six are shown it 
must be taken as a fair sample. Devil’s Lake has fully graded 
schools and high schools.— 


A LETTER. 

‘Dear Santa Claus :— 

‘‘T think I have been a good boy. 

‘*And I want a par of skate and a magic lantern. 

‘“‘T want a sled and a 22 rifl and a box of shells. I want 
a strong auto Mobile. 

‘“‘T dont want you to forgit the poor little girlls and boy. 

‘‘Bring them clothes and things to eat. you know Christmas 
is neir and pleas pleas dont forget. J.C.” 


The sixth grade composition work of the same city, thirty-six 
scholars, displaying ten papers, is of about the same description, 
relatively, as the third grade. 


3. Lutheran School Exhibit, New Haven, Conn. Third grade; 
age, nine years. One teacher, 49 pupils of all grades. All papers 
shown. Composition one of the better. The papers showed teacher’s 
corrections. 


‘“‘THe Two Frogs. 


‘‘Two frogs were neighbors. One of them made a deep pond 
its home. The other frog lived in a gully. A country road led 
through the gully. The first frog asked the second frog to come 
and live in the pond because there was less danger and more food 
in the pond. But the other frog refused to move. A heavy wagon 
passed through the gully a few days afterwards. The frog was 
crushed to death under the heavy wheels. E. S.’’ 


4. Jackson, Tenn., city school. Third grade. No statement 
and nothing to show how work was prepared. The following com- 
position is one of the better of the six which were displayed from 
the class. No statement to show how many scholars in class. 
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A LETTER. 


“Dear Jack, Jackson, Tenn., Dec. 11, 1903. 


‘‘There will be a week before Christmas and we will have a 
week hollidays. 

‘*We will get out of school Friday week. What is Santa Claus 
going to bring you? I hope it will be snow on the ground and if 
it is you bring your sled. Are you going to have holidays and 
cant you come and spend them with me? Harry and Allison want 


some paint for their sled and I want a new sled too. 
‘Your frend W. B.”’ 


5. New Orleans, La., city school. Third grade. Age, ten years. 
No statement. Twenty papers exhibited. Average specimen. 


A LETTER. 
‘Dear John :— 
‘‘T am going to write a few lines to you. I would like you to 
come and spend a day with me. You and I will have lots of fun, 


but now I must close. 
‘*Your loving playmate 


6. Highland Lake, Colo. Rural school. Grades three and four. 
No statement. Forty pupils in class. Forty papers shown. Some 
very poor specimens shown. Following is one of the good ones. 

‘*A fox went hungry through the woods. He came to some 
rip grapes. They were on a high branch. He tried to reach them 
but in vain. He said to comfort himself. The grapes are sour.’ 


7. Harvey, 8S. Dak. Graded school. Sixth grade. Age of 
pupil, fourteen years. No statement. Evidently regular class 
work. Careless writing by about 75 per cent. of scholars. The 
following composition is about the average. 


A ComposiTIon. 

‘*Miles Standish was a brave sailor. He came to America with 
the Pilgrims. The Pilgrims were men who wandered. He came with 
them because he wanted to come over to America. He was a great 
deal of help to them because he saved them when their war brokeout. 

‘‘The Pilgrims landed on the shore of Plymouth. When Miles 
Standish was searching for land the Indians came. One had a 
large knife as sharp as a razor. The first said, I will not kill him 
because he is so small. 

‘“‘Standish walked off. Standish was a brave man and very 
kind. He was a nurse as well as acaptain. His hands were like 
ladys hands. S. P.” 
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8. Lutheran School Exhibit, Dallas, Tex. Ungraded school 
of 50 children. One teacher. Papers show teacher’s corrections. 
Nearly all papers of the class are shown. Following is a copy from 
the sixth grade. Age of child, thirteen years. The composition is 
fairly representative of the work done by this grade. 

‘‘The salmon is a fish with a slaty-blue back. It is silvery 
white beneath. The salmon is found in the northern part of North 
America, Europe, and Asia. The salmon lives in the ocean and 
fresh waters. In the spring and early summer they go up rivers 
and spawn in shallow streams. Their young hatch in March and 
April and stay in the streams for a year, then they go to sea. The 
flesh of the salmon is of a yellowish red and has a fine flavor. The 
fresh salmons of our fish markets are from Maine and Canada. 
Pickled and canned they are brought from the Pacific coast, es- 
pecially from the Columbia River. Owing to the clearness of this 
river the fish are caught in gill nets at night only. The meshes of 
nets are so wide that small salmon cannot be caught. Their weight 
ranges from 15 to 75 lb. There are series of handlings. Some 
are cooked in cans and hermetically sealed.’ Others are salted, 
salted and smoked and sent to all parts of the world. The value 
of salmon annually canned at Astoria and vicinity is estimated to 
be several million dollars. “H.W.” 


9. Stockton, Cal., city school. Seventh grade. No name or 
age given. Nothing showing how prepared, whether regular class 
work, or whether papers had been selected. Papers shown are ex- 
cellent. 

A Larce Free. 


‘‘Last night while the wind was blowing violently a tiny blaze, 
which soon became a large fire, started in the large store of Wein- 
stock and Lubin at Sacramento, Cal. It is said that it started 
from a live wire, but that is not certain. 

‘‘The firemen did their best. Some, however, were killed and 
a large quantity of hose destroyed. This large store contained 
many beautiful dry goods and in the basement was a training de- 
partment for clerks which many persons attended. The store cov- 
ered one block of ground and was about three times as large as the 
store owned by the same firm in San Francisco. 

‘People crowded around from all directions, but the cry of 
‘Look out for the live wires’ soon drove them back. Being greatly 
excited they again came closer and closer. 

‘‘Tt is said that insurance covers the entire loss and another 
store will be built immediately.”’ 
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Other compositions of the same grade were submitted, among 
them being the following subjects: ‘‘The Mayflower,’’ ‘‘A Trip to 
Holland,”’ ‘‘Landing of the Pilgrims,” ‘‘A Book Review,’’ ‘‘Court- 
ship of Miles Standish,’’ ‘‘An Original Dialogue,”’ etc. 

Stockton’s exhibit was a very large and elaborate one. Great 
pains had been taken to make the exhibit particularly good, and 
much of the school’s manifestation at the Exposition smacked al- 
most too much of the ostentatious. The commissioner in charge 
of California’s exhibit gave as his opinion that Stockton’s exhibit 
was the very best of his State. The exhibit would have had edu- 
cational value if particulars could have been secured as to the man- 
ner in which the material shown had been collected. 


10. Cleveland, O., city school. Third grade. Reproduction 
story upon Chas. Dickens. Original draft; written with ink. No 
corrections. Fairly representative copy of average work. 


Cuas. DICKENS. 


‘‘Charles Dickens father was an Englishman. And Charles 
Dickens lived in Landsport England. From Landsport they moved 
to London. They were very poor and his father was a clerk in an 
office and got very little pay. One day his father was thrown in 
prison for debts and his mother went to live with him in prison. 
And Charles was about ten year old he went to work in a war house 
(warehouse) and he covered blacking pots. And when he was seven- 
teen years old he became a reporter. Whilst the other boys were 
playing he was in the attic in his little room and read. Afterwards 
he wrote book they were named little Nell, and Oliver twist and 
Roben and Crusoe.’’ 

Plainly a genuine copy of regular class work. Cleveland’s 
display, as far as examined, appeared to be regular class work and 
reflected much credit upon the educational facilities of the city. 
Good, poor, and average work was discovered. It was refreshing, 
after the numerous disappointments, to find material not specially 
prepared for the Fair, to discover here, as in the Lutheran exhibit, 
what one would expect to find; and it seemed to the weary searcher 
after facts what an oasis is to the tired wanderer in the desert. 

It was deemed sufficient to make a copy of ten compositions. It 
will be noted that six of them are from the third grade, two from the 
sixth, and one each from the fourth and seventh. To have made 
more copies of one grade or to have made eight or ten copies from 
each grade would have made this report much too voluminous and 
would not have affected the conclusions to be deducted in any 
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manner. Those here submitted are fairly representative, and, natu- 
rally, the ratio of excellence is greater as the child advances to the 
higher grades. 

That most of the compositions were drawn from a certain grade 
was done for purposes of comparison. The third grade was selected, 
because it represents a period of school life when the child has over- 
come the first difficulties of the schoolroom and begins to develop 
more rapidly. — It would have been a simple matter to copy more 
work from the Lutheran School Exhibit, and to show the excellence 
of the work in language in their graded schools. The two compo- 
sitions selected from ungraded schools are neither the best nor the 
poorest, but fairly represent the average standard. In the semi- 
graded schools (in which two teachers are engaged) better work is 
found, and in schools that have a staff of from four to six teachers 
work of an excellent character is displayed. 


Horace Maun, der Vater des sffentliden Freijduljyitems 
in den Vereinigten Staaten. 
(Cin Veitrag zur Gefchicte der Staatsfdhulen in Ameria.) 


(1. Fortjebung.) 

Im folgenden wollen wir nun zunddft eine fuze Biographie Manns 
bid zu feinem Uuftreten als Reformator des Staat3fdulwefens in Maffa- 
chufetts geben, fodann die Sdhulzuftande jdhildern, die er vorfand, ferner 
Sie Mafregeln befehen, dic ex ergriff, um allgemeine Volfsbildung 
in Offentliden Freifdulen eingufiihren, und welden Erfolg er 
damit hatte, und dann mit feiner lesten Tatigfeit als Unftaltslehrer 
abjcliefen. 

I. 


Horace Mann wurde am 4, Mai 1796 in dem Stadtdhen Franklin, 
in Mafjachujetts, geboren. Der Ort war nad) Dr. Benjamin Franflin be- 
nannt, der, wie man fagt, das Kompliment dadurd) 3u erwidern im Sinne 
hatte, Dab er Dem Stadtden eine Glode fdenfen wollte. Nad) weiterer 
Uberlequng aber bedachte er e8 mit einer Bibliothef, die fpater von dem 
jungen Mann griindlic) ,durdgelejen” wurde. ,,Stande es in meiner 
Macht”, hat er fpater gefagt, ,,jo wiirde id) Bibliothefen iiber das ganze 
Land hin ausftreuen, wie der Sdemann feinen Samen iiber das Weizenfeld.” 

Die Kinderjahre Manns gehorten nicht gerade zu den gliidlidften feines 
Leben8. Die Mittellofigteit feiner Cltern leqte dem lebenslujtigen, ftreb- 
famen und gewedten Rnaben manderlet Entbehrungen auf. Den Sommer 
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iiber mupte er feinem Vater bet der Farmarbeit helfen und im Winter hat 
er oft bid fpat in die Nacht mit feiner Hande Arbeit den Lebensunterhalt fiir 
die Familie mitverdienen miifjen. 

Viel Spielzeit hat er nidt gehabt, und ,,e8 foftete allemal”, wie er 
jagt, , Extraanftrengungen, wenn ich etwas Zeit fiir Spiel und Vergniigen 
gewinnen wollte”. Gr hat fpater diejen Mangel des frijdhen, froblicen 
Rinderfpiels als ein nicht qutzumadendes beflagt. Wuper- 
dem litt aud) fein von Natur fdhwadlider Rorper unter den driidenden Ver- 
haltniffen feiner Kinderjahre. Der Knabe war dreizehn Jahre alt, als fein 
Vater an der Schwindjucht ftarb, wodurd) der Mutter neue Nahrungsforgen 
erwudfjen, fo Mann bis gu feinem zwangzigiten Jahre bet ihr bleiben 
und fiir den Lebensunterhalt mitforgen mute. Jn diefer Lebensfdjule 
lernte er fleifig und arbeitjam fein, weshalb er auch fpater mit Redht von 
fic) fagen fonnte, Arbeit fet fiir ihn, was fir den Fijeh das Wafer fei, alfo 
fein LebenSelement. 

Ynfolge der Verhaltnifje, in denen feine Cltern fic) be- 
fanden, war auc) die Sdhulbildung ihres Sobhnes fehr mangelhaft. Bis zu 
feinem fiinfzehnten Jahre hat er die Diftriftsfdule nie Langer als zehn 
Woden im Jahr bejudt. Das Schulhaus gehorte zu den armlicdjten im 
gangen Staate. Die Lehrer waren, wie Mann erjablt, fehr gute Leute, 
aber fehr jcbledte Padagogen. Sie blieben nie lange und wurden nur an- 
geftellt, weil nad) dem Gejes die Schule gehalten werden mufte und weil fie 
billig gu haben waren. Mann fdrieb fpater iiber diefe Lehrer: ,, Wahrend 
alle unjere Sinne und Krafte gewedt und empfanglid) waren — wie wenig 
hat man uns beigebradjt! oder befjer, wie viele Hindernifje wurden uns in 
den Weg gelegt! Unter allen Fabhigkeiten war das Gedadtnis die eingige, 
die in Anjprud genommen wurde. Wllgemeine Urteile tiber widhtige Perjin- 
lichfeiten wurden eingebleut; aber die interejjanten Tatjacen, auf die fid 
das Urteil griindete, blieben uns vorenthalten. Wlle nidt in Biidhern ent- 
haltenen Gedanten waren verbotene Ware, die vom Lehrer fonfisziert oder 
nod) lieber gang iiber Bord geworfen wurde.” Die Unterrichtsweife beftand 
Darin, Daf der Lehrer mit Dem Stod in der einen, Dem Buch in der andern 
Hand anfiindigte, auf welder Seite die Leftion ftehe, die auswendig ge- 
lernt werden follte. Cine Klafje wurde herausgerufen und mufte beweijen, 
dap fie ein beftimmtes Mak Biiderweisheit dem Gedadtnifje eingepragt 
hatte. Wer den Schulmeifter nicht befriedigte, wurde gepriigelt, mufte auf 
feinen Sit zuriidfehren oder in der Ede ftehen. Wer aber die Probe be- 
ftand, erbielt zum Lohn eine neue, aus mehreren Zeilen beftehende Wufgabe. 
Die Neueintretenden, die nod nicht lejen fonnten, muften fic felber helfen. 
Der Lehrer fagte ihnen nur: ,, Dies ift W, das ift Br. Nun buchftabier 
das erfte Wort.” Hatte der fleine Wbejdhiibe den Namen eines Budftaben 
vergefjen, fo feste e3 Priigel. Predigen, Schlagen, Gedidtnisvollftopfen, 
Leftionabhiren und Sdimpfen, das waren die fiinf Formalftufen der da- 
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maligen Unterridt8methode. Dhre Reihenfolge ridtete fid) nad) den Um- 
ftanden. 

Trogdem fteigerte fic) bei unferm Mann die Lernbegierde. ,, Wlle Luft- 
meiner KRnabengeit”, fagte er, ,,gingen darauf hinaus, einmal der 
Menjchheit etwas zu niigen, und id) lebte der Uberzeugung, dak knowledge 
das Mittel fei, defjen ic) dazu bedurfte.” Der ftrebjame Giingling hat fic 
Denn auch fo viel KRenntnifje erworben, dag er eine Zeitlang die Diftrifts- 
fchule iibernehmen fonnte. 

Da fam 1816 ein wandernder Spracdlehrer, ein Gonderling Namends 
Barrett, nach Franklin, der dem jungen Schullehrer Gelegenheit verjdaffte, 
feine Kenntnifje zu ermeitern. Diefer Barrett mus ein Genie gewefen fein. 
In den gewdhnlidften Dingen hichft unwifjend, fo dak er nicht einmal das 
GCinmaleins fonnte, aud) nicht einmal die Zeit an dem Bifferblatt der Ubr 
anzugeben vermodte, hat er bet feinem Unterridt nie ein Bud) benugt, fon- 
Dern war mit allen Cingelheiten feiner befonderen Brande fo vertraut, daB 
er frei unterridjtete. Bei diejem Sonderling ftudierte Mann englijde Itbhe- 
torif, Latein und Griedhifd. Binnen feds Monaten war der Sdhiiler fiir 
Brown Univerfity vorbereitet, in weldhe Anjtalt er mit swangiq Jahren 
alg sophomore eintrat. Qn feiner Klaffe eroberte fid) Mann bald den erften 
Plag. Reiner fonnte die Klaffifer fliefender, qenauer und eleganter iiber- 
feben. Dazu war er aud) im fdjriftliden Ausdrucd ausgezeidnet und ebenfo 
in den jogenannten eraften Wiffenfdaften. Wabhrend feines UAufenthalts 
auf der Unftalt mupte er fic) nebenbei feinen eigenen Unterhalt erwerben, 
weshalb er denn auch in den Ferien Schule Hhielt. QYnfolge diefer iber- 
anftrengung wurde jeine Rorperfonftitution fo gejdwadt, dak er von feinem 

awangigiten bis zum dreifiaiten Jahre ein Opfer derfelben Krantheit zu wer- 
den drobte, die feinen Vater fo friih dahingerafft hatte. Dod) Mann be- 
endete das Triennium und graduierte mit den Hodften Wuszeidhnungen. 

Ginige Monate ftudierte er nun bet einem WAdvofaten die Redhtspraris, 
nahm dann aber die ihm angetragene Stelle als Lehrer des Griedifden und 
Lateinifden an derfelben UAnftalt an, die er furz vorher mit Chren verlafjen 
hatte. Seine dort joll feine Befahigung zum Anftaltslehrer be- 
wiejen haben. Das ift er denn ja auch fdlieplich geworden. ift iiber 
feine Tatigheit an der Brown Univerfity nidt3 Veftimmtes und Zuverlaffiges 
gu erfabren. 

Ym Fabre 1821 verlies Mann das College wieder und bejudte eine 
Wdvofatenfdule in Litchfield, Conn., deren Prafident ein Ridter Namens 
Gould war. Unter feinen dretpig Mitftudenten galt Mann als ,,der befte 
Gefellfdhafter, der Kopf, der befte Whiftipieler und der tiidhtighte 
Surift”. Nachdem er zur Rechtsprarts zugelafjen war, er fic) in Ded- 
ham nieder, wo er bald ald fabiger, gediegener und gewandter Udvofat be- 
fannt wurde, der e3 fic) zur feften Regel gemadt hatte, feinen Fall vor 
Gericht gu fiihren, von defjen Redhtmapigkeit er nidt von vorneherein iiber- 
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zeugt war. Zugleid) mit der Wdvofatenlaufbahn jdhlug Mann aud) die poli- 
tijde cin. So fam dah er 1827 Mann Mit- 
glied der Staatsgefesqebung wurde. 

Wahrend er in Dedham praftizierte, hatte er fic) mit einer Todter 
feines fritheren Collegeprafidenten Mejfer verheiratet, die ihm aber fdhon 
nad) Jahren durd) den Tod wieder entrifjen wurde. Wn. Korper und 
Geift gebrodjen, 30g der Witwer 1833 nad) Bofton, dem Schauplag feiner 
fpateren epochemadenden Wirkfamfeit. Hier lebte er anfangs fehr guriid- 
gezogen und einfad). Er wobhnte, fdlief und af in jeiner law office an der 
Tremontitrake, nahe bei dem alten Rirchhofe, wo die Gebeine der Griinder 
de8 Gemeinwejens moderten, und verdiente mandmal nidjt genug, um eine 
Mahlzeit zu faufen. Bn der Regel aber ftudterte und arbeitete er fedhzehn 
Stunden tiglid in feiner Cinjamfeit, bis thm durd eine sweite Heirat ein 
wohnlicderes Heim geboten wurde. 

Ym Jahre 1836 war Mann Vorfiger des Staatsfenats und hatte die 
befte Ausficht, einmal in den Senat der Vereinigten Staaten gemabhlt zu 
werden, fonderlic) weil auch ein fo einflupretder und angefehener hober 
Politifer wie John Quincy Adams fdon fett Jahren den jungen, feds Fub 
hohen Advofaten im Wuge hatte, der fid) nicht fdonte, fondern alles, was er 
angriff, mit Leib und Seele trieb und in der Regel auc) durdhfeste. 

So hatte Mann auf politijdem Gebiet die glangendften Wusfidten. 
Aber nidt in der Politif, fondern auf einem gang andern Gebiet, dem der 
Padagogikf, follte er jeinen Ruhm erwerben. Wie das gefommen tft und 
was er bier geleiftet hat, foll nun im folgenden beridtet werden. 


II. 


Der beflagenswerte und unhaltbare Zuftand des Staatsfdulwefens in 
Mafjachufetts veranlagte die Staatsgejesgebung im April 1837, ein Gefes 
gu paffieren, weldes den Gouverneur ermadtigte, eine aus adt Biirgern 
und dem Gouverneur und Vizeqouverneur ex officiis beftehende Behdrde 
gu ernennen, welde folgende Rechte und Machtbefugniffe bejak. Sie follte 
1. der Legislatur jahrlid) einen gedructen Wuszug aus den beim Staatd- 
fefretar eingelaufenen Schulberidjten vorlegen; 2. ihren eigenen Sefretar 
ernennen, der eine gebithrende, 1000 Dollars nicht iiberfteigqende Vergiitung 
fiir feine Dienfte erhalten follte;') 3. jabrlic) einen ausfiihrliden Beridt 
tiber thre Urbeit bet der Legislatur einreiden und jugleid) Vorfdlage gur 
BVefjerung und Hebung de3 vorlegen. 

Die Mitglieder diefer Behirde erhielten feinen Gebhalt, aber alle ihre 
Nebenausgaben und alle im Dienft des Staats gemadjten Auslagen wurden 
ihnen aus der Staatdfafje wiedererftattet. 


1) Der Gehalt des Sekretiirs wurde 1838 gefeslid) auf $1500 per feftgefest. 
18 
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Bum Sefretir diejer Behirde wurde am 29. Juni 1837 einjtimmig 
Horace Mann gewabhlt. Nach dem Gejes war er als folder verpflichtet, 
im Auftrag der Staatsjdhulbehirde iiber die tatfacdliden Zuftande und 
Leiftungen in den Volfsfdhulen und in fonjftigen Crziehungsanftalten Crfun- 
Digungen einguziehen und dann die Refultate feiner Unterfudungen gugleid 
mit jeinen Reformvorjdlagen durd den ganzen Staat hin 3u verbreiten, 
Damit Die Kinder, die auf den Unterridt in den Volfsfchulen des Staats 
angewiejen waren, Den beften Unterridt erhalten midten, den 
dDiefe Sdulen gu leiften im ftande feten. Durd ein 1838 bei- 
gefiigtes wurde augerdem nod von thm verlangt, dag er jabrlic) ein- 
mal, 3u einer von der Behorde beftimmten Zeit, in jedem County des Staats 
einer Verjammlung beizuwohnen habe, zu der alle Schulbehirden der ver- 
fdiedenen Towns und alle Freunde des Crziehungswejens, die fic) frei- 
willig einfinden wiirden, eingeladen werden follten. Bei diefen Zu- 
fammentiinften follte er fleipig Erfundigungen eingiehen und Data iiber den 
Stand der Schulen, iiber die WAmtsverwaltung der Schulbehirden, iiber 
Schulbefuch 2c. fammeln, damit das fo gefammelte Material gu einem 
richt Der Behorde verarbeitet und der Staatsgelesgebung vorgelegt werden 
fonnte. 

Mit gewohntem Cifer ging nun Mann, nadhdem er fein Amt im Senat 
niedergelegt und fic) von allen politijdben Verbindungen freigemadt hatte, 
an feine Aufgabe. Mit weldjen idealen er dies tat, geht aus den 
Worten hervor, die er am Tage feiner Crnennung zum Sefretar der Schul- 
behirde in fein Tagebuch : 

Pfad, mid) niislich zu machen, tut fic) vor mir auf. Meine 
gegenwartige Whficht ijt, ihn eingufdlagen. Wenige Unternehmen find nad 
meiner Schagung groper gewefjen als dieje. Yoh fenne nichts anderes, was 
in feinen Refultaten foldje feqensreiche Frucht tragen fann. Gott fdente 
mir Vernidtung aller Selbjtjudt, Weisheit und Verjtand und ein wobl- 
wollendes Herz!“ Jn einem Briefe vom 2. Yuli 1837 fdrieb er einem 
Freunde folgendes: ,,Bis dahin erfdheint mir meine Aufgabe unermeplid 
grop, id) weif faum, wo und wie id fie angreifen foll. Bd) habe jedod 
eine. wie Weisfaqung fefte Uberzeugung, daf viel ausgeridtet werden fann. 
habe die Abfidht, die Stadt vielleicht auf einige Woden gu verlafjen und 
aufs Land gu gehen, einige Viidher mitzunehmen und gu verfuden, ob 
etwas ausdenfen lapt, woraufhin man handeln fann.” Das hat er denn 
aud getan, und das Refultat feiner Studien war, dah er bet feiner iid: 
fehr nach Bofton ent{dlofjen war, ,, dem Publifum’, wie er fagte, ,,mit einer 
Reibbiirfte den Riicen gu bearbeiten”. 

Es war allerdings feine leichte Aufgabe, vor die fic) dex eifrige Sefretar 
geftellt fab. 

Das Staat3fdhulwefen war im Verfall. Die gropere Bahl der Schul- 
beamten in den Towns, deren Amt e8 gewefen ware, Sdulen und Unterridt 
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3u iiberwaden, batten und Aufgabe der Schule, fowie die ihrer 
Pegriinder gang aus den Augen verloren. Sie betradteten vielfad) die 
Seulen als ein dffentlides, aber notwendiges Ubel, dad nun einmal gefeblid 
fortbeftehen miifje, um den RKindern der Armen und Unbemittelten, die fid 
feine Privatjdulen erlauben fonnten, den ndtigen Schulunterridt zu er- 
mogliden. Diefe, fo dachten fie, braudten feine befondere Bildung und 
hatten fid) mit dem ndtigften Clementarunterricht im Lefen, Sdhreiben und 
Rechnen zu begniigen. Wus verfehrter Sparjameéeit, oft aud aus felbftfiid- 
tigen Griinden fudten die Trujtees fo billig wie miglich foldje Lehrtrafte an- 
zuftellen, die den Anforderungen der Sdhule nur in fehr befdranttem Mage 
geniigen fonnten. 

Wie die Schulbeamten, jo war auch das Volf gegen feine Schulen 
gleidgiiltig geworden, und diefe allgemeine Gleidgiiltigteit erjdwerte und 
hinderte jede etwa angeftrebte oder angeftellte Bejferung. Obgleid) mande 
den Niedergang des Staatsfchulwejens lebhaft empfanden, fo war doc) nidt 
allgemeines Ynterefje genug vorhanden, um dagegen eingujdreiten, und das 
um fo weniger, weil die befjere Volfstlafje fich fiir ihre Kinder Privatlehrer 
halten fonnte. 

jeinem ,,Erjten Bericht” an die Staatsbehorde mubte Mann nad 
feiner Rundreife iiber den Schulbefuch fdretben: ,,3nfolge der unbeadteten, 
aber rajden Zerjehung gejdah fiirglich (1836) in einem der bliihendften 
Towns im Staat (mit mehr als 3000 Cinwobhnern), dak die Haupt- 
Diftriftsfdule wirklich einging und Jahre lang nidt gebalten 
wurde.” 

Sm ganzen Staat war unregelmapiger Schulbejud die Reel und an 
der Tagesordnung. Die meiften Kinder famen nur einige Monate im Jahr 
zur Schule, die andern aber blieben ganz weg. 

Chenjo flaglid wie mit dem Schulbejuch ftand e3 mit den Sdul- 
gebauden, die meift nicht einladend, zerfallen, oder nicht swedent{predend, 
wenn nidt geradezu gefundheitsfdadlic) waren. Yn feinem eben erwahnten 
/Srften Beridht”’ Hharafterijiert Mann die Schulgebaude u. a., wie folgt: 
find allgemein in bezug auf Raum bejdrintt, ftehen unmittelbar an 
der Strage und haben feine entipredenden und notigen Ventilationsvor- 
ridtungen. Yn faft jeder andern Beziehung herrjdht die gripte Verjdhieden- 
heit. Bei einigen ift der Fubboden horizontal, bet andern fteigt er ampbi- 
theatralifd) von einem offenen Raum aus nad) zwei oder drei Seiten bin. 
Auf den horizontalen Fupbsden find die oft fiir nur einen Sdiiler 
berecjnet ; ander3wo figen oder mehr Kinder auf einer Bank. Mandmal 
find lange hergeridhtet, an denen die Kinder einander gegeniiberfigen, 
wie bei einer Tijdgefellfdaft. Dann wieder ftehen die Banke fo an den 
Wanden entlang, dak die Kinder die Wand anbliden; anderswo find die 
Banke wieder jo an den Wanden hin aujgejtellt, dak die Kinder in die 
Stube hinein fdauen. 
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,Gewodhnlid bilden die Schulhaufer ein regelmapiges oder langlides 
Viered; mande find aber aud rund. Yn diefem Fall ftehen das Pult fiir 
den Lehrer und der Ofen in der Mitte, wahrend die Sige an den Wanden 
ring8umber angebracht find, und gwar mit den Bantriiden nach augen bin. 
Die einzelnen Banke find durdh hohe, in das Sdulzimmer vorftehende 
Bwifdhenwande voneinander getrennt, damit die Kinder in diefen Separat- 
abteilungen, wie in fo vielen Stallen, untergebracht werden fonnen. Nirgends 
fdeint dem Zufall fo viel Spielraum gewahrt worden 3u fein wie in bezug 
auf Lidt. Jn mancdhen Schulhaujern nehmen die Fenjter fo viel Raum ein, 
dah faum ein Unterfdhted swifdhen dem Lichtwedfel und der Lidhtftirfe inner- 
halb des Bimmers und augerhalb desfelben wahrnehmbar ift. Bei andern 
findet man nur je ein fdmales Fenfter an drei Seiten des ZBimmer3, aber 
fein an der vierten Wand.” 

Jn einem Bortrag tiber “Common School Education” erwahnt 
Mann Schulhaufer, ,,die von Kunftverftandigen als die fedhfte Klafje in 
der Architeftur, als Fledhtwerfbau, bezeichnet werden wiirden ; Gommer- 
wohnungen fiir den Winteraufenthalt, wo e3 nie einen fehr falten Tag ge- 
geben hat, an dem den Schulfindern nicht beim Sdreiben die Tinte in den 
Federn gefroren ift; wo nidt aud) der Lehrer gezwungen war, gwifden den 
Rindern, die der Kalte an den Fenftern, und denen, die der Hike am Ofen 
ausgejebt waren, Dadurd einen Wusgleid) gu fcaffen, dak er die Hike bei 
den legteren nidt eher iiber 90 Grad fteigen lieb, als bis die Warme bei 


denen an den Fenftern unter 30 Grad gefallen war’. ,,Gin Teil der Kinder”, 


fo fpottet Mann, ,,erduldete die Kalte eines Rofs und Parry, ein an- 
derer die brennende Glut der Landers,1) ohne je den Ituhm eines Ent- 
deers gu erlangen.” ,,Der Lehrer hatte eine ausgezeicnete Gelegenheit, 
einen Punft in der Geographie gu veranfdauliden, denn fiinf Sdritte 
in feinem Sdulgimmer atten ihn durd alle fiinf Bonen getragen.” 

So erzahlt Mann aud von einem Sdulbaufe, defjen Dad auf der 
einen Seite einen Trog bildete. Nach der Dadhrinne 3u war ein grofes 
Lod), fo dak der Regen fic), wie durd einen Kanal, in das Sdulzimmer er- 
giefen mupte. Mann erfundigte fic) aud) bet der Lehrerin, ob fie mit ihren 
Kleidern nidt mandmal fortgejdwemmt wiirde. Die Lehrerin geftand ein, 
dak dies vorfommen fonnte, wenn nidt aud) der Fupboden ebenfo led ware 
wie das Dach und fo dem Wafjer Wbgug geftattete. 

Mann hatte es fic) nun zur Aufgabe gemadt, zundchft fiir befjere und 
geniigende Schulgebaude gu forgen; dann eine beffere und allgemeinere 
Unterftiijung der Schulen von feiten des Volfs anguftreben; ferner Ver- 
befjerung der Lehrirafte, Lehrmittel und Lehrmethoden gu befiirworten und 
deshalb auf Erridtung von Normalfdulen gu dringen. 


1) Zwei Briider, die in Afrifa den Lauf des Niger entdedt und feftgeftellt 
haben. 


i 
i | | 
| i 
| 
i 
ij | 
| | 
| 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
| 7” 
an 
| 
i 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 
} 
| 
| 


A Few Practical Lessons in Decimal Fractions. Q77 


Die Mittel, deren fic) Mann bediente, um feinen Zwed zu erreiden, 
waren: 1. Offentlide BVortrage iiber Schulerziehung, 2. das ‘‘Com- 
mon School Journal’’, 3. die Jahresberidte (Annual Reports), die 
ex mit grofem Fleif und befonderer Griindlichfeit ausarbeitete, und die mit 
gu der interefjanteften und Schulliteratur unfers Landes ge- 
horen. Befonders beriihmt ijt fein ,,Siebter Bericht’, auf den wir fpater 
noc) 3u fpreden fommen werden. 


(Sortjepung folgt.) 


A Few Practical Lessons in Decimal Fractions. 


Il. 


- T.: Until now you have learned how to read, write, add, and 
subtract decimal fractions. The next thing for you to understand 
is multiplication of decimals, and that is what I.am going to show 
you to-day. — How much are 3X5 bu.? P.: 15bu. 7.: 8X2 mi.? 
P.:16 mi. T.:9X4C.? P.: 36C. T.: 4X3 units? P.: 12 units. 

T.: Whenever you multiply bu., C., mi., ete., by a whole 
number, what will the product be? P.: It will always be of the 
same denomination, 7.e., bu., C., mi., etc. 

T.: Whenever you multiply units by a whole number or by 
units, what will the product be? P.: Whole numbers or units. 

T.: Let us take the example 8X6.=—48. Where do you find 
the decimal point in the multiplicand? P.: After the 6. 

T.: Why? P.: Because they are 6 units. 

T.: How many decimal places have we? P.: None, they are 
all units. 

T.: Now look at the product 48. What are the 48 also? 
P.: They are units. 

T.: Where do you place the decimal point? P.: Right after, 
or to the right of the figures. 

T.: Yes, the decimal point is just where it was above in the 
multiplicand.— Let us proceed. Example: 3X.3=.9, 4x .2=.8, 
4X .6=24 tenths. How many tenths make aunit? P.: 10 tenths. 

T.: How many units are there in 12 tenths? P.: One, and 
2 tenths. 

T.: Write the correct answer on the board, Socks. S. 
(writes): 1.2. 

T.: Another example: 6X .9=54 tenths. How many tenths 
make aunit? P.: 10 tenths. 
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T.: How many units are there in 54 tenths? P.: 5, and 
4 tenths. 


T.: You write the correct answer on the board, Lydia. 
L. (writes): 5.4. 

T.: Now let us look at the last two examples once more. How 
many decimal places did we have in both? P.: Only one. 

“T.: Of what denomination was the multiplicand in both cases? 
P.: They were tenths. 

T.: What must the product, therefore, be? P.: Tenths also. 

T.: And in case we had more than 10 tenths? P.: Units 
and tenths. 

T.: How many decimal places did you point off in the prod- 
uct? P.: Only one, as many as we had in the multiplicand. 

Remember this! It is of great importance. 

T.: Let us go on. Example: 3X .03=.09, 4X .06=.24, 
9X .05=.45, 12X.12 hundredths. — How many hundredths 
make a unit? P.: One hundred. 

T.: How many units, therefore, are in 144 hundredths? 
P.: One, and 44 hundredths. 

T.: Bimbs, you write the correct answer on the board. 
B. (writes): 1.44. 

T.: Another example: 14X .24=336 hundredths. How many 
units will they make? P.: 3, and 36 hundredths. (Pupil writes: 
3.36.) 


T.: How many decimal places had you in the multiplicand? 
P.: Two places. 

T.: How many did you point off in the product? P.: Two. 

T.: Why? P.: Because we must point off as many decimal 
places in the product as we have in the multiplicand. 

T.: You will notice the same thing in the following examples. 
Example: 3x .015=.045, 4x .113 = .452, 3x .1138 = .339, 4x .834 
== 3336 thousandths. How many thousandths make a unit? P.: 
1000 thousandths. 


T.: Jack, you come to the board and point off properly. Jack 
places the decimal point after the second three, thus: 33.36. 
(A number of pupils protest by pointing up their hands.) 

T.: What is the matter, Edna? £.: Why, it’s wrong. The 
period or decimal point ought to be right after the first 3. 

T.: You are right, Edna, but can you tell me why? E.: Yes, 
we had thousandths in the multiplicand, therefore we must have 
thousandths in the product. 
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T.: You are right, Edna. How many decimal places must 
you always point off in the product? E.: As many as we have in 
the multiplicand. 

T.: How many have we in the multiplicand? P.: Three. 

T.: How many, therefore, must we have in the product? 
P.: Three places. 

Nortre.—In this way the teacher may proceed until he has ex- 
hausted all he wishes to teach. Then the pupils may be sent to 
their desks in order to practice and apply what they have learned. 
Examples like the following are in order: 3X.3, 4X.8, 6X.03, 
7X.14, 4X1.4, 9X6.8, 6X 12.3, 46.03, 91.003, 7X 18.14, ete. — 

The next step would be to teach the pupils how to multiply 
decimal fractions by decimal fractions, and mixed numbers by 
mixed numbers. Before proceeding, however, it is absolutely nec- 
essary that the pupils become thoroughly acquainted with the 
multiplication by .1, .01, .001, etc., by moving the decimal point. 
Never slight these exercises, may they appear ever so simple! 
They are most important. 

T.: I now want to show you how to multiply any decimal 
number by .1, .01, .001, ete. Example: 3.1, in other words, 
I should find .1 or the tenth part of 3 units. What is the tenth 
part of l unit? P.: One tenth. 

T.: What, then, would be the tenth part of 3 units? P.: .3. 

T.: Look at the decimal point. What became of it? P.: It 
is still there, but has been moved. 

T.: Whereto? P.: One place to the left. 

T.: How many naughts or ciphers has the number ten? 
P.: One. 

T.: How many places did we move the decimal point when 
we multiplied by .1? P.: One place. 

The teacher places the following numbers on the board, and 
requires the pupils to multiply by .1 by moving the decimal point 
one place to the left: 4., 9., 12., 3.1, 6.8, 12.5, 7.55, 8.13, 24.3, 
124.9, 343.9, etc. 

T.: Next we will learn how to multiply by .01. What part of 
a unit is one hundredth? P.: The hundredth part. 

T.: How many naughts or ciphers has a hundred? P.: Two. 

T.: Let us take the example 324.X.01 or one hundredth of 
324., or the hundredth part of 324. 

T.: How many places would I have to move the decimal 
point? P.: Two places. 

T.: You place the decimal point where it belongs, Pete. (P. 
moves the point between the 2 and 4, thus: 32.4.) The pupils are 
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not satisfied, but Pete says he pointed off 2 places; 32, he says, 
are two places. Here is where brighter children than Pete get a 
chance to explain to him that he must point off two places from 
right to left, that he must move the decimal point two places toward 
the left, that the two places before the period are not decimal places 
but units, etc. 

Nore.—A number of examples are now placed upon the board, 
and the pupils are required to multiply them by .01 by moving 
the decimal points 2 places to the left. This being thoroughly 
understood, the teacher proceeds by explaining the multiplication 
by .001, etc. This would suffice for the day, and the pupils ought 
to be set to work until the teacher is satisfied with the work of each 
individual pupil. I say each, because this is work that must and 


can be understood by all members of the class. 


* * 
* 


Notre.— The previous lessons required the pupils to point off 
as many decimal places in the product as we had in the multipli- 
cand, and demanded a thorough drill in multiplication by .1, .01, 
.001, etc., by moving the decimal point toward the left. This has 
been the object of the foregoing lessons. The following lesson will 
show why this has been strictly adhered to. 

T.: To-day, children, I wish to show you how you might mul- 
tiply any mixed decimal number by any other of the same order. 
If you all understand the work you have been doing in decimal 
fractions you will, no doubt, understand the work I am going to 
explain to you now. Let me ask a few questions regarding our 
former work: How many decimal places do we always point off in 
the product? P.: As many as we have in the multiplicand. 

T.: Right you are! But how do we multiply a decimal num- 
ber by .1, Blondie? B.: By moving the decimal point one place 
toward the left. 

T.: How do we multiply by .01, Darkie? D.: By moving the 
decimal point two places toward the left. . 

T.: How would you act if you had to multiply a decimal num- 
ber by .001, Tom? T7.: I would move the decimal point three 
places toward the left. 

T.: Well, why would you do that? P.: Because to multiply 
by .001 means to find .001, or the thousandth part, of it. 

T.: And what happens to the number if you do that? P.: It 
is made 1000 times smaller. 

T.: Very well. Now we will proceed, and I am satisfied that 
if you all pay attention you will understand what I am going to ex- 
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plain now in five minutes. Let us take the following example: 


43.3 X .5. 

I must find .5 of 43.3. Now before I can find .5 I must first 
find .1 or the tenth part of 43.3. We all know how to do that. 
How, Sandy? S.: We move the decimal point one place to the 
left = 4.33. 

T.: Now we have .1 of 43.3, but we are to find .5. How many 
times more is .5 than .1? P.: Five times more. 

T.: If .1=4.33, how much will .5 equal to, Daisy? D.: To 
five times as much. 

T.: How much would that make, Jake? J.: 5X4.33=21.65. 

T.: You write down the example and figure it according to the 
rule-of-three, so that everybody can see it, Best. 

B. (comes to the blackboard and writes): 

1 unit or 10 tenths = 43.3 
1 tenth =10—= 4.33 
5 tenths= 5X =21.65 Ans. 

T.: How many decimal places did we point off, J = 
J.: Two. 

T.: How many had we in the multiplicand after moving the 
decimal point? J.: Two. 

T.: So what do you notice, Shortie? S.: We point off as many 
decimal places in the product as we have in the multiplicand. 

T.: This is nothing new. You learned this several days ago. 
But there is one more thing I want to show you, and then you will 
be able to multiply any decimal or mixed number by another. Let 
us take the example: 4.233.4.— We must multiply 4.23 by 3.4, 
or find the 3.4 part of it. We have 4.23, a mixed number, and 3.4, 
also a mixed number. In common fractions you had the same prob- 
lems. What did you do with the multiplier whenever it happened 
to be a mixed number? P.: We reduced it to an improper fraction. 

T.: Right you are; and that is just what you have to do in this 
case. We reduce 3.4 to tenths = 34 tenths, and then we proceed 
as before. You do that, Snorts. S.: Before we can find 34 tenths 
of 4.23 we must first find .1 by moving the decimal point one place 
toward the left, which equals .423. 

T.: You proceed, Snuff. 

S.: .1=.423 

34 tenths =34X .423 = 14.382 Ans. 

T.: How many decimal places did you point off? P.: As 
many as we had in the multiplicand. 

T.: Let us take one more example to see if you all understand 
the principal parts of what I have been trying to explain to you. 
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Let us take the example: 14.31.013.— What are you to find, 
Snug? S.: I must find .013 of 14.31. 

T.: What must you find before you can find .013? P.: I 
must first find .001. 

T.: Very well! How do you find .001 of 14.31? P.: By mov- 
ing the decimal point three places towards the left. 

T.: Yes, you’re right, but we have only two places toward the 
left. What are you going to do about the matter? P.: We simply 
prefix a naught or cipher, thus: .01481. 

Note.—This will be understood very readily, even if not ex- 
plained before this. Place .1 on the board and find .1, or the tenth 
part of it, which is practically the same thing: 5X »y=x4y. Ex- 
pressed decimally: .1x.1=.01. 

T.: You go on, Floh. F.: .001=.01431 


.0138 = 13X .01431 = .18603 Ans. 
T.: How many decimal places have you in the product? P.: As 
many as we had in the multiplicand after moving the decimal point 
five places. 
T.: How many did you point off in the product? P.: As many 
as we had in the multiplicand. 


* * 
* 


Norges. — This is not an exact copy of my lecture at school, but 
it will enable the teacher to understand my method of teaching mul- 
tiplication of decimal fractions. A number of minor questions and 
answers have been omitted which may readily be substituted by 
any teacher. I hold this to be a simple and comprehensive way of 
placing the object before a class of pupils, but I have no doubts 
that itcan be improved upon. According to my notion the method 
is clear, precise, and logical throughout, requiring nothing but a 
simple application of what has been taught in the previous lessons. 

After the work of the class assures the teacher that it has over- 
come all difficulties, he might call the attention of the class to the 
old rule: In multiplying decimal fractions we point off as many 
places in the product as we have both in the multiplicand and mul- 
tiplier together. — But do as you please about this. 

A. L. WENDT. 


KonferenzberiGt. 


Die Nordweftlide Lehrerfonfereng verfammelte fic) am 19. Juli in der 
Schule der Bethania-Gemeinde (Paftor Burgdorf) zu Chicago, Jl. Herr 
Rollege J. Beyer von Milwautee erdffnete die Konfereng mit einer AUniprade, 
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worin er zeigte, dab, wiewohl unfer Schulwefen erfreuliche Fortidritte macht, 
wir immer Ddarauf bedadt fein miiffen, die eintretendDen Liicen auszufiillen 
und Die etwaigen Sciden und Hinderniffe zu befeitigen. Herr Kollege 
Weisbrodt, Lehrer an der Anjtalt fiir Sdwadhfinnige in Watertown, Wis., 
erbielt fiir furze Beit das Wort. Yn feiner Anfprache fudhte er die WAnwefen- 
den filr die Anjtalt zu begeijtern. RKollege Bollmann von Dundee, 
legte der Ronferenz den Entwurf einer KRatedhefe: ,,Der Siingling 3u Nain”, 
vor. Herr Lehrer Erdmann von Chicago zeigte praftijd: A First Lesson 
on the Globe. Mit denfelben Schiilern nahm Herr Prof. Redlin von WAddi- 
fon eine Gruppe elementarer Ubungen von Hand: und Fubbewegungen vor. 
Diefe Ubungen waren fowohl fiir die Schiiler wie fiir die RKonferenzmitglieder 
intereffant. Herr Lehrer Diener von Chicago vertrat die Lefebudangelegen- 
heit, wonad) aus dem jebigen Deutiden dritten Lefebucdh gwei Biicher her- 
geftellt werden follten, um einem Bediirfnis RKlafjenfdulen abzu- 
helfen. Bei diefer Sache fam man auch auf die Orthographie unferer 
Schulbiicher zu fpreden. Da wurde befdhloffen, dak wir dringend wiin- 
iden, dak alle unjere Schulbiicer in der in Deutjdland, Ofterreid) und in 
der Schwets amtlid) anerfannten und dabher allein ridjtigen neuen deutjden 
Orthographie von 1902 gedrudt werden. 

Unfere Schulausftellung in St. Louis wurde von verfdiedenen Seiten 
als eine dDurdaus befriedigende dargeftellt. Yedermann, der eine 
reife Dabin unternimmt, wurde erinnert, fie Doc) ja au feinem und anderer 
Nugen zu bejuden. 

Herr Kollege Wedekind von Milwaufee leqte ein Referat vor iiber das 
Thema: Die Refpeftlofigkeit unjerer Jugend. Dieje Wrbeit gab viel Anlag 
zu lebhaften Debatten, da fie fo recht ins Leben einfdlug und jeder fich be- 
wogen daran teilzunehmen. 

Nadhftes Jahr verjammelt fich die Nordweftlide Lehrerfonfereng, fo 
Gott will, vom 25. bis 27. Juli in Milwaufee. Wufgegebene Arbeiten fiir 
Diejelbe find: 


I. Prattijde. 

1. Katechefe iiber ein (J. Schwarz.) 2. Cine biblijde 
Gefdhidte mit der Unterflafje. (MR. Meinfe.) 3. Taftidreiben mit der 
Unterflafje. (J. Danger.) 4. Difference betwen Adverbs and Adjec- 
tives. (C. 2. Haafe.) 5. Division with two numbers (fourth grade). 
(C. H. Tritmper.) 


II. Theoretijde. 


1. Das laute Spreden und feine Bedeutung fiir die Schulerziehung. 
(W. Burhop.) 2. Lob und Tadel in der Erziehung. (A. M. Reinhardt.) 
3. Referat iiber Ynfpeftion. (Prof. F. Lindemann.) 4. Wie erwedt der 
Lehrer Luft und Liebe gum Lernen? (E. WA. Eggers.) 5. Des Lehrers 
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Verkehr mit den Cltern feiner (PB. Buszin.) 6. Wie bringt man 
die Schiiler zum Denfen, Neden und Sdreiben? (O. Kolb.) 

Seder Referent ift gehalten, im Fall er jeine Wrbeit diefer Konfereng nidt 
vorlegen faan, folded feiner Lofalfonferenz beizeiten anguzeigen, Damit Ddiefe 
einen Erfagmann wable. 

Die Beamten der Konfereng find: Borfiger: J. Beyer — Theif; 
Sefretar : Wm. Simon. 


Shilerehre. 


Die ,Schweizerifde Lehrerzeitung” fdjreibt u. a.: ,,Wie die Er- 
wadjenen franft, wenn ihr Chrgefiihl verlegt wird, fo die 
Kinder, wenn man ihre Chre betaftet, und in diejem Falle find dieje meift 
viel fcblimmer daran als jene. Cin Biirger oder ein Soldat oder eine Frau, 
deren Chre angegriffen wird, werden fic) zu elfen und webhren wifjen. 
Cin Sdiiler, dem Chrlofigteit vorgeworfen wird, fteht in vielen Fallen, ja, 
meiften3 dem Vorwurf hilflos gegeniiber. Das Chrgefiihl der Schiiler fann 
durd) die Lehrer hauptfacdhlid) auf aweierlei Weife gefrankt werden: durch 
Argwohn und durd) ungeredhten, itbertriebenen Tadel. gibt Lehrer, au 
Deren padagogifdher Maxime es geradezu gehort, den Sdhiilern fortwahrend 
Miftrauen entgegengubringen, von ihnen von vornbherein da3 Sdlechte zu 
denfen. Das zeigt etwa bei den Unterjudungen gegen die Schiller, die 
fleiner Vergehen gegen die Sdulordnung, wie folde in jeder Schule von 
Beit gu Zeit vorfommen, angeflagt find. Da wird jede Keinigkeit zu einem 
Kriminalfall aufgebaujdt, zu einer an den Geridhtsfaal erinnernden Unter- 
judung, die an und fiir fich fdhon, aud) wenn fie Schuldige trifft, die Kinder 
anwidert. Uber nicht zufrieden damit, einen oder Hauptiibeltater er- 
wifdt zu haben, dehnen folche Unterfuchungsridter ihre Tatiqkeit gern etwas 
aus und fangen an ins Blaue hinein den einen oder andern Sdjiiler zu be- 
fchuldigen, ihn diefes oder jenes Verjduldend bezidhtigen. Die Kinder 
follen damit eingefdiidtert und 3u einem Geftandnis getrieben werden. 
Hat der Lehrer aber wirklich einen Unjduldigen vor fic, den er ohne Grund 
eines Fehler zeiht, fo wird der VBetroffene tief gefrinkt, ohne iibrigens 
ftarf wehren 3u fonnen. Der Lehrer aber jteht in den Augen des Sehiilers 
erbarmlid) da, als ein Fleinlider, unwahrhafter Menjd, der fic) dariiber 
freut, feine Macht dem Sdwideren gegeniiber zu mifbraucden. Wus diefem 
Gefiihl entipringt Widerwillen, Abneigung, Haw gegen den Lehrer und die 
Schule, und fdwer halt dem Sdhiiler felbjt, diefes Gefiihl gu werden. 
3 folgt ihm wie ein bifer Schatten lange iiber die Schulzeit hinaus. Man 
fann al8 Lehrer in den Argwohn gegeniiber den Sdhiilern ganz ver- 
rennen. Verjehen ein Sdhiiler ein Buch fallen, was eine Stirung 
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verurfadt ; der argwohnifde Lehrer empfindet als ein Argerni3. Sdiiler 
werden oft wegen der unbedeutentdften und albernjten Kleinigfeit gum Lachen 
gereigt; der argwihnijde Lehrer glaubt fogleich, man lache ihn 
aus. Und fo in bundert Fallen. Hinter allem, was die Sdhiiler tun, 
fragen'rc., fucdht man etwas Bofes, Die Schiiler 
werden Durd die vielen Befdhuldiqungen gefranft und fangen an, den Lehrer 
3u hafjen. Der Lohn feiner Arbeit ift dahin. Chenfalls verlegend fiir dad 
Chraefiihl der Schiiler ift ein roher Tadel, welder in feinem Mage nicht im 
Verhaltniffe zum Vergehen fteht. Niemand lapt fid) in feinem fpateren 
Leben auch nur den geringften Schimpfnamen anhangen. Aft e8 da gu 
wundern, wenn fid) ein Gymnafiaft einer oberen Klafje auflehnt, wenn der 
Lehrer ihm an den Kopf wirft, er fet verfimpelt, weil er eine unridtige 
lateinifde Perfeftform gebraucht hat? Oder ijt der Schiiler nicht im Rect, 
gefrantt 3u fein und gering von dem Lehrer gu denfen, dex ihm vor feinen 
Kameraden vorhalt, aus ihm werde zeit feines Lebens nichts Rechtes, weil 
er irgend eine Dummbeit gefagt hat? Mit folden albernen Drohungen 
fdhadet der Lehrer fich jelbft und der Schule. Die Chre des Sdhiilers ver- 
dient e3, vom Lehrer geachtet gu werden. Man richtet entidieden weniger 
Unbeil an, hie und da gu wenig argwohnifd) zu fein oder zu milde 3u ftrafen, 
die Schiiler mit zu viel Arqwohn und Tadel 3u verlesen. Kranfungen 
in der Schule werden oft das ganze Leben nidt mehr vergefjen. CEnbdlid 
follte ein Lehrer aud) die Gripe [befjer: die Billigeit und Geredtigfeit] 
haben, einem Schiiler gegeniiber, den er faljdh beurteilt oder ungeredht ge- 
ftraft bat, und defjen Unjduld fpater an das Tagedslicht tritt, feinen Fehler 
qu geftehen und durd) offene Wusfprade gut zu maden.” (,,Der 
Sdhulmann.” Padagogifdes Monatsblatt, herausgegeben von J. Meyer. 
6. Jahrgang. Heft 9. S. 493: WAnregungen.) 


Der Foucaultide Pendelverjud im Ulmer Miinjter. 


Auf der Verfammlung des Oberjdwabifchen Zweigqvereins fiir vater- 
landifdhe Naturfunde zu Ulm im lesten Jahre zeigte Profefjor Sauter im 
Hauptihiff des Miinfters vor fehr zahlreidben Zujdauern den Foucaultfden 
Pendelverfuch, der, wie befannt, im Jahre 1852 von Foucault zum erften 
Male im Parifer Pantheon vorgefiihrt wurde. Das bei dem Verjud) be- 
nubte Pendel, das in einem Cardanifden Ringe am Gewdlbe des Haupt: 
{hiffes aufgehangt war, hatte nad der ,, Frankfurter Zeitung” eine Lange 
von 53.12 Metern und war mit einer Metallfugel von 28.2 RKilogramm 
Gewicht befdwert. Doppelfdwingung beanfprudte einen Zeitraum 
von 14.6 Sefunden, und nad jedem Hine und Herfdhwingen zeigte die am 
unteren Ende angebracdte Zeiger{pite am Rande der Gradeinteilung eine 
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286 Vermifdtes. 


feitlide Abweidhung von 2 Millimetern. Yn einer Stunde betraigt die feit- 
liche Ubweidhung fiir Ulm 11° 13’, und zur vollftandigen Drehung ware dort 
ein Zeitraum von 32 Stunden 6 Minuten notwendig. (Wegweifer fiir Lehr: 
mittel. IX. Jahrgang. 1902/3. Mo. IT.) 


Frage: Hat man denn diefen ,,3eitraum” nidt bis zu Ende abge- 
wartet? K. 


Bermijdtes. 


Gin jehr finnreidhes Syftem fir eine BlindenjArift aller orienta: 
lifdhen Sprachen hat ein Miffionar Knowles erfunden. Diefes enthalt 
63 verfdiedene Zeiden, durch weldje alle Laute der indifdhen Bunge wieder- 
gegeben werden. Da in Yndien auf je-600 Sehende ein Blinder fommt, 
diefe Blinden aber iiber 100 verfdhiedene Spraden reden und endlich dieje 
Sprachen Hunderte von verjdhiedenen Sdriftzeichen aufweifen, fo ift diefe 
Blindenfdrift eine grope Crrungenfdaft. Cs hat 3. B. das Sanskrit mehr 
alg 700, die tamulifde Sprache 240 Schriftzeichen. est haben dem- 
nad) die Blinden leichter als die Sehenden mit dem Lefenlernen: fie brauchen 
Dazu nur diefje 63 Beichen au fennen, wahrend diefe mehrere Hundert fennen 
miifjen. Jn diefer neuen Blindenfdrift find von der Britifdhen Bibelgefell- 
fchaft in 17 indifchen Spraden Lefebibeln herausgegeben worden. 

2. 

gatale Zujammenftelung. Cine Bejdwerde iiber ein Schulbud) ijt 
vor furzem bet der ftadtifden Schuldeputation in Spandau, Proving Bran- 
Denburg, vorgebradt worden. Yn den dortigen Gemeindefdulen ift die 
,dDeutihe Spradhjdule”, bearbeitet von Dr. W. Yiitting, im Gebraud. Jn 
Heft IIT fteht unter ,,Ahnlid) flingende Worte’” Schiefer, Schiffer. Un- 
qliiclidjerweife folgt binter Schiffer’ das Wort ,,ftehlen”. Diefes Bu- 
fammentreffen hat die Vereinigung zur firdliden Fiirforge fiir die Fluf- 
fchiffer sur Cinreidhung einer Cingabe an die Schuldeputation veranlaft, 
worin ausgefiihrt wird, dab die Schifferfinder daran genommen 
hatten. ,,€8 wird befannt fein”, fo heift es in der Cingabe, ,,dap dadurd 
eine empfindlice Seite bei der Bevolferung beriihrt wird. 
ift ein mandmal geaduperter, aber von den Shiffern ftet3 einmiitig gu- 
riidgewiefener Vorwurf, fie unehrlid) feien. Daber ift jene an fic) villig 
harmlofe Zufammenjtellung der beiden Worte eine Quelle von Klagen der 
Schiffer gewefen.” Die Cingabe fcbliest mit der Bitte, bei einer Neu-Wuf- 
lage jenes Buches die beiden Worte trennen 3u lajjen. 

Den ,, Lebenshildern aus einer Dorfgemeinde’’ entnehmen wir fol- 
gende Erzablung eines Schulinfpeftors: ,, Bet einer Schulvifitation fand id 
einen Rnaben ohne Schube und Striimpfe, wie die meiften Kinder, aber er 
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war in hohem Grade zerlumpt und abgeriffen, jah aud) jehr wild und roh 
aus. Der Lehrer hatte ihn auf den erften Pla gefest, und als id ihn 
fragte, weshalb er das getan habe, antwortete er fo laut, dap alle Rinder 
horen fonnten: ,Das ijt ein jeltener Gaft, den mug man bejonders ehren, 
und al3 er heute fam, fiel mir das Wort des HErrn FEju ein: Wer ein 
foldes Rind aufnimmt, der nimmt mid auf, und darum habe id ihm den 
erften Plas angewiejen.‘ Dabei ftreichelte und liebfofte er den Rnaben, 
was ihm gewif lange nicht geboten war. Der Lehrer ftand in dem Rufe, 
Dak Die Kinder fo gern 3u ihm in die Schule famen, dap fie den Eltern 
heimlid) fortliefen, um in die Schule 3u gehen. Da dachte id): von dem 
Manne ift viel zu lernen. Hernac) horte id) von dem Lehrer, dap diefer 
RKnabe, ein fogenannter Hiitejunge, ein arger Dieb fei, aber mit fefter Bu- 
verficht feste er hingu: , Sch will ihn fdon herumbringen, wenn ic) ibn nur 
erft habe, denn ich fpiire eine grofe Liebe gu thm in meinem Herzen.‘ Und 
ift ibm aud) gelungen. habe den Knaben eingefeqnet und grofe 
Hreude an ihm gehabt. Wer nur recjte Liebe hat, hat aud) viel Mut und 
aud) viel Segen.” g. 
Bad auf der Anklagebanf. Wenig befannt diirfte es fein, der 
beriihmte Komponijt Johann Sebajtian Bad wihrend feiner Organiftengeit 
in Arnftadt in Thiiringen ein vom hohen Konjijtorium angeftelltes Verhir 
iiber fich ergehen lajjen mupte. Das in der Berliner fonigliden Bibliothek 
aufbewahrte Originalprotofoll tragt das Datum vom 11. November 1706. 
8 heipt darin, dak der Organift J. S. Bach vernommen wurde: 1. iiber 
feine Urlaubsiiberfdreitung anlaplic) feiner Wanderung nad Liibed, wo er 
den beriihmten Orgelmeijter Burtehude befudjt hatte; 2. iiber feine ,,vielen 
wunderliden Variationes” beim Orgeldienft und ftarfen Modulationen in 
fremde Tonarten beim Choralfpiel; 3. itber Den Mangel an Autoritat, die 
er gegen die Sdhiiler gezetgt, die iibrigens vor ihren Lehrern feine Sdeu 
batten, fid) in ihrer Gegenwart rauften und ihnen in der anftdpigiten Weije 
begegneten, den Degen jelbjt in der Schule trugen, wahrend des Gottes- 
dienfted und Unterridts Ball fpielten und ,, wohl gar an ungeziemende Orte“ 
liefen; 4. tiber fein Rnetpengehen wahrend der Kirche; 5. weil er ,,ohn- 
langft eine fremde Jungfer auf das Chor biethen und mujigieren lafjen’. 
Bad erflarte zum Protofoll, dab er fic) befjern wolle, worauf von der in 
Frage gezogenen Amtsentlajjung abgefehen wurde. Unterfertigt ift das fojt- 
lide Schriftftiid von dem ,, Fiirftl. Minifterium, Sondershaujen’. 


Ginfihrung. 


Am 14, Sonnt. n. Trin. wurde Lehrer H. Ro ft als Lehrer an der gemifdten 
Schule der St. Johannis-Gemeinde gu Denver, Colo., eingefiihrt von 


S. Her. 
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288 Altes und Neues. 


Altes und Meues. 


Gin wenig erfreulidhes Bild von den Schulverhiltniffen im Fiirftentum Lippe 
wurde, wie aus Detmold gefdrieben wird, im lippefden Landtage entrollt. Jn 
Lippe herrjdt ein fo groper Mangel an Volfsfdullehrern, in einigen Sdulen 
mehr alg 150 Kinder auf einen Lehrer fommen. Wéhrend in PBreugen auf jeden 
Lehrer im Durdhjdnitt 63, in Bayern 59, in dem von den Liberalen vielgefdmahten 
Meclenburg-Sdwerin fogar nur 42 Sdhiiler auf einen Lehrer entfallen, haben die 
lippefden Lehrer nicht weniger als 92 Kinder zu unterridten. Nur 
ein {hwacher Troft ift e3, da} das benadbarte Schaumburg-Lippe mit einem Durd- 
von 99 Sdhiilern Detmoldern nod) ,iiber” ijt. Cin WAbgeordneter bean- 
tragte 3u beftimmen, daf ein Lehrer nicht mehr als 100 Schiiler Dauernd unterridten 
diirfe. Der Antrag fiel ins Waffer, naddem die Regierung erflirt hatte, dah bei 
Annahme des Antrages binnen wenigen Jahren 100 freie Lehrerftellen im Lande vor- 
handen fein wiirden, und wober die Lehrfrafte nehmen und — vor allen Dingen — 
wovon fie bezahlen? G8 bleibt bet den jebigen Zuftinden, 

Frauen fludierten in diefem Sommerhalbjahr auf deutfden Hodjdulen 1035 
Hbrerinnen; darunter 73 redhtmapig immatrifuliert, und gwar 33 in Heidelberg, 
30 in Freiburg, 4 in Wiirzburg und 6 in Tiibingen. Die qrifte Hirerinnengahl wies 
wieder Berlin auf, wo 369 Frauen eingetragen waren; darauf folgqte Freiburg mit 
84 Frauen, Bonn mit 78, Heidelberg mit 69, Breslau mit 67, Leipzig und Gottingen 
mit je 64, KRdnigdberg mit 54, Strafburg mit 38, Wiirsburg mit 33, Jena mit 26, 
Halle mit 25, Tiibingen mit 18, Kiel, Marburg und Miinden mit je 12, Giefen mit 9 
und Erlangen mit 1. Greifswald, Miinfter und Roftod jdeinen ftudierende Frauen 
nicht zu haben, wenigftens enthalten ihre Perjonalverhaltnifje feine Angaben dar- 
iiber. Ym vorigen Winter waren insgefamt gu der gleiden Zeit 1342, im vorigen 
Sommer (ohne Wiirzburg, wofiir die Angabe fehlt) 858 Frauen eingefdrieben. 

Die Paftoralfonferen; in Murtoa Auftralien, Viktoria) hat im Gegenjak gegen 
andere welde Religionsunterridt in Staatsfdulen einfiihren 
wollen, eine auf Grund der Sdrift verfapte Crflarung in den Zeitungen verdffent- 
licht und aud) dem Premier M. Jrvine eine Wbfdrift davon gugefdidt. Die Crkla- 
rung fagt ridtig, Daf 1. die Heilige Schrift den Cltern befiehlt, die Kinder in der 
chriftliden Religion ju unterridjten und in der Zudt-und Vermahnung zum HErrn 
au erziehen; 2. dak das weltlide Regiment nidt von Gott redjt habe, in Gewiffens- 
facen, wie hriftlicde Religion und hriftlide Crziehung, Gewalt auszuiiben, alfo auc 
nicht, die Bibel in die Staatsfdulen eingufiihren ; 3. ein Lefebud, das auch Aussiige 
aus der Schrift enthalte, begwede doc jedenfalls religidfen Unterridt; 4. Religions: 
unterricht fet nidt miglid, ohne auf Lehrunterfdiede fommen, und ein Lehrer 
werbde fier feine religidfen Uberjeugungen den Rindern beibringen ; 5. die Ronftitu- 
tion ded Staates Viktoria gewahre aber vollfommene Religionsfreiheit, gegen welde 
Ginfiihrung irgendwelden Religionsunterridhts verftofen wiirde; 6. jede firdlide 
Gemeinfdaft folle eigene Schulen fiir Religionsunterridt unterhalten, wogu fie aud 
verpflichtet jet. 

Japan. Das Schulwejen in Japan ift (nad einer Mitteilung des Mission Field) 
viel weiter fortgefdritten ais in Rubland. Japan hat 47 Millionen Cinwohner und 
417,396 Quadratfilometer, dDagegen Rufland 130 Millionen Cinwohner und 22 Mil- 
fionen Quadratfilometer ; aber Japan alt in feinen Clementarfdulen 4,302,623 
Sdiiler oder 92 von je 1000 Cinwohnern, dagegen Rupland 4,193,594, oder 32 von 
je 1000. Ahnlich ift das Verhaltnis der hiheren Schulen und Univerfititen Ge- 
famtbevilterung. Collte bier etwa aud) die Schule den Ausfdlag geben im Krieg ? 
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Soeben erjchienen: 


Sechs Pegelcompofitionen 


pon 


W. Kappel, 


Profeffor am Schullehrerfeminar zu Addifon, 


8 Seiten Hochformat. Preis; 30 Cts. - 


Das find feine Compofitionen, durchweg im firdliden Stil gebalten, 
wirflide Orgelmufit, die aud ein nur mittelmafiger Spieler bemeiftern fann. 
Drei Nummern find allgemeiner Art, als BVor- und Nachfpiele verwendbar, swei 
Nummern find Vorjpiele zu ,Wlein Gott in der fet Chr” und eine ju den 
HErren, den madtigen Konig der Chren”. (pXutheraner.”) 


Singet dem HErrn! 


Eine Sammlung 


qciftlider Gefiinge fiir gemijdte Chire. 


Sseft 1. Advent. 


Preis: @ Heft 20 Cts., per Dusend $1.50 und Porto. 


Dies ift das erfte Heft einer neuen und, wenn die folgenden Nummern immer 
gleich) Gutes bieten, vielverfpredenden Santmmlung firdlicder Gefinge. enthalt 
die folgenden 7 /Heilig ift der HErr Bebaoth” (J. Chr. Weeber; 
{hlieft mit einem von einem Quartett oder Halbdor gefungenen Choral); ,Hoftanna” 
Kappel); ,Hofianna in der HSH“ (C. Palmer); ,Heilig” (Bortniansty); ,Laffet 
ung frohloden” (Mendelsjohn); ,Hofianna dem Sohne Davids“ (Gounod; beginnt 
mit einem Sopranjolo und hat bejondere Orgelbegleitung); ,O du mein Troft und 
fiifes Hoffen’ (J. W. Fran). Befonders der lestgenannte Gefang ift vor- 
sliglich nach und Melodie, die auch trefflic) gu einander paffen. 

(,utheraner.”) 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
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